Unit 5: Data Matching and Consolidating 


Note: 
» The contribution score = actual similarity X contribution value. 





Match Levels 


Match levels are used to increase granularity of criteria. Only matching records from the 
previous level area passed to a subsequent level. 


There are several person options to configure for each level. These person options dictate 
how name data is treated for all columns that relate to an individual. The following person 
options are available: 


Number of names that must match 


With this option, you can control how matching is performed on match keys with more than 
one name, for example: comparing John and Mary Smith to Dave and Mary Smith. Choose 
whether only one or both persons must match for the records to match. 


Match on hyphenated family name 


With this option, you can control how matching is performed if a family name (last name) field 
contains a hyphenated family name, for example: comparing Smith-Jones to Jones. Choose 
whether both keys must have one or both names to match. 


Compare Given_Namel to Given_Name2 
With this option, you can compare a first name to a middle name. This option is useful for 


identifying matches of individuals that use their middle name, not their first name. 


Table 38: Match Levels 


170 Leo Thomas Smith 225 Pushbutton 
Drove 





198 Tom Smith 225 Pushbutton 
Drive 


Ignore family name when female 


With this option, you can control whether the family name is used for matching purposes 
when the gender for the record is female. This technique assists in dealing with situations 
where an individual's married name differs from the maiden name. 


Using Compare Tables 


Compare tables are sets of rules that define which records to compare, acting as an 
additional way to create break groups. You use your logical source values to determine which 
records are compared or are not compared. By using compare tables, you can compare 
records within sources, or you can compare records across sources, or a combination of 
both. Compare tables are configured when defining match levels. 


Match Criteria 

Match criteria contains the set of rules used to determine matches. Each rule is based ona 
match key, which is the portion of a field used for record comparison. For example, match 
criteria may include various standardized firm, name, address, phone, email, and SSN fields 
as match keys. A standardized firm may be contained within a single field, whereas a given 
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